
Diana Michaelson’s Teacher of the Year Nomination: Patrick Gillogly

At the beginning of the school year, I stayed after class in Mr. Gillogly’s class. I had been

working on the Poly Green Schools Campaign for over two months and needed a teacher

sponsor to help move the initiative along. Nervously I umuted and asked him if he would be

willing to help assist in the campaign that I was leading to transition LBUSD off of fossil fuels.

Mr. Gillogly, who had met me two days prior and had no idea how hard I was willing to work,

said yes without hesitance. The same man who was stretched between teaching an AP class,

recording 3 hour long lecture videos every week, leading Poly’s Model UN club, and driving his

own kids to and from swim practice, was willing to cut out another chunk of his time. You may

call it naive--he had no idea what he was getting into, he had no idea how many meetings he

was going to attend or if I was actually going to commit to this goal--but I call it optimism. This

same optimism Mr. Gillogly has expressed in the classroom on a daily basis. Whether it was

reassuring our class after the January 6th Capitol insurrection that the country would improve,

or reminding us daily that the COVID-19 lifestyle and schooling system is temporary, Mr.

Gillogly’s power of positive-thinking has worked its way into all of his students.

Two weeks ago, I came back to in-person classes. When I entered room 315, Mr.

Gillogly was leaping around his class screaming “Humans, Humans!” I could almost envision his

grinning smile underneath his mask. After over a year of not stepping onto the Poly campus, I

had been fearing social interactions with my peers, and had no idea how I would adjust from

online school to a hybrid version. Mr. Gillogly’s sheer excitement and flapping hands changed

everything. I felt valued, missed. I felt as if all of those months of isolationism that I had endured

at home, watching the zoom screen, Mr. Gillogly could relate to. As we began in-person class,

Mr. Gillogly began sharing the zoom screen on the projector and set up a camera to face our

class to also project on zoom. This small action helped unify the whole classroom. Whether you

chose to stay at home and missed your in-person friends, or had parents that preferred you

continue studying online, Mr. Gillogly’s integration of home and in-person environments helped



connect the class. Another adjustment that Mr. Gillogly has made during the pandemic school

year was having soft deadlines for assignments. I know that many of my friends and fellow

classmates have struggled to keep up with their workload during the pandemic. Mr. Gillogly, with

his intuitive ability to empathize and understand his students, implemented a soft-deadline

policy that does not penalize students for late work. While still maintaining a schedule to

encourage students to stay on track, Mr. Gillogly’s policy has benefited countless students.

Another key feature of Mr. Gillogly’s class is the value he places on the wellbeing of his

students. When possible, he always lets us out of zoom early and encourages us to spend our

free time “to just be kids.” Relaxing and simplify being a kid is something many of us feel like we

have to give up to maintain our academic and extracurricular activities. But Mr. Gillogly forces us

to enjoy these little moments in life. Whether it is letting us out of class 15 minutes early or not

assigning any homework for a week, Mr. Gillogly has placed value on something that too many

of us overlook--our youthness and general wellbeing. The little things Mr. Gillogly does, such as

having us play APUSH pictionary (which is a lot more fun than it sounds, trust me) in our free

time, has helped integrate much needed fun into our daily classroom setting.

Mr. Gillogly, regardless of how busy he is with teaching an AP class, hosting Model UN

meetings, being a club advisor for numerous Poly clubs, or just being a father of 4 kids, he is

able to make time to support all of his students. From staying after class to explain material to

students, to dedicating his Friday afternoons to writing letters of recommendations, these 2

double-spaced pages do not do justice to Mr. Gillogly’s ability to go above and beyond! I wish I

had more space to go into the details of how Mr. Gillogly has helped mentor my club and how

he is willing to rearrange his weekend plans to join our zooms, even if that means he has to log

on in the car! So thank you Mr. Gillogly for all of the dedication you have put into teaching us

this year, and for your infectious optimism! Thank you for finding time for every student amidst

this crazy year and your even crazier schedule! Thank you for being the Best Teacher of the

Year! Diana Michaelson | May 10, 2021


